
very beginning and she was from Denmark…she 

ordered a bag of plaster and a bundle of foam 

and made work with it for just over a week and 

then exhibited what she’d made.” 

Promoting and nurturing good artists is really 

what the Line Gallery and the SVA are all about 

and as an artist herself (creating wool-based 

installations as well as video work and, more 

recently, print-making), Jessie understands how 

difficult it can be for those at the beginning of 

their careers to find a suitable outlet for their 

work: “…when me and Dave first started it we 

were fairly new out of university and we knew 

so many people who had really great work, but 

probably wouldn’t ever get the chance to show it 

in such a clean white space…”

In addition to the Line Gallery’s regular schedule 

of exhibitions, Jessie also holds a variety of 

workshops at the gallery giving attendees the 

chance to learn new skills and meet new people 

(past events include a lesson in pompom-making 

and a mono-printing workshop with local artist 

Joe Magee). Despite organising fewer workshops 

in recent months, Jessie still hopes to continue 

using the space for this purpose in 2017 with a 

potential drawing workshop in the pipeline for 

late January/early February. 

The New Year certainly looks to be an interesting 

one for the gallery. From January 6th-29th artist 

Dan Rawlings will be taking over the space for 

an exciting exhibition that’s sure to brighten 

the post-Christmas gloom and encourage new 

visitors to the gallery: “Dan makes laser cut 

sculptures; because it’s in January and it’s so 

dark all the time, there’s going to be an emphasis 

on light and shade…” Dan’s work is well suited to 

a gallery willing to showcase art in all its forms. 

The space, though small, is an ideal canvas for 

sculpture, and many artists find unique and 

interesting ways of utilising its limited size: 

“It’s perfect solo exhibition size and it’s really 

hard not to be able to fill it…you can have one 

piece on one wall and it highlights it. It doesn’t 

necessarily need to be completely full…”

Jessie is clearly passionate about the gallery. 

Fitting in the extra hours around her day job and 

still finding, curating and promoting exhibitions 

that are visually challenging and artistically 

engaging is evidence of just how much she 

enjoys what she does. And yet, I wonder how 

often she’s thanked for her efforts? With 

platforms like the Line Gallery offering artists the 

opportunity to showcase their work for free in a 

professional environment, we can feel confident 

of the longevity of Stroud’s artistic heritage 

and for her hard work in supporting this worthy 

cause, Jessie certainly deserves our thanks.

For more information about the Line Gallery, 

including further details of upcoming exhibitions, 

visit linegallery.co.uk

Leah Grant is a writer and photographer with 
a keen interest in art and literature. On her 
blog, Bellyful of Art, you can find reviews of 
exhibitions, installations, dance performances 
and literary events as well as her own lovingly 
created pieces of short fiction artbellyful.
wordpress.com

I ’VE  ALWAYS THOUGHT OF THE L INE GALLERY AS 

ONE OF THOSE PLACES THAT TYPIF IES STROUD. 

NESTLED IN THE HEART OF THE TOWN, ITS WIDE 

WINDOW REVEALS A SPACE THAT BECKONS 

EVEN THE MOST ARTIST ICALLY-TREPIDATIOUS 

VIS ITOR INSIDE,  ITS  EXHIBIT IONS SURPRIS INGLY 

CHALLENGING AND CUTTING EDGE TO THOSE 

UNFAMIL IAR WITH STROUD’S UNIQUE ARTIST IC 

HERITAGE. 

Having taken over the gallery from Robins and 

Roberts in the summer of 2015, curator Jessie 

James handpicks each exhibiting artist herself, 

searching amongst the hordes of aspiring artists 

online to find the ones most suitable to hold a 

group or solo exhibition: “I enjoy finding and 

selecting artists, then curating the shows, I place 

and hang all the work. I find it really satisfying 

once all the hard work of organising and hanging 

is done, just before the private view, seeing the 

exhibition come together.”

the Line Gallery really is a one-woman project; 

Jessie doesn’t just find and curate exhibitions, 

she’s responsible for almost every aspect of 

the gallery’s promotion including its Instagram, 

Facebook and Twitter feeds as well as keeping 

the website up-to-date and marketing each of 

its shows. Back in 2015, when Jessie first took 

over the space with her friend and fellow artist 

Dave Evans, there was a regular turnover of new 

exhibitions; now that she runs the gallery on her 

own (following several months of curatorial help 

from illustrator and artist, Rosalie Darien-Jones) 

the duration of each show has been lengthened, 

giving prospective visitors more time to visit 

the gallery during its limited opening hours: 

“When we first started we crammed them all 

in – all of these people that we knew – and then 

we realised that it’s really hard work running 

a gallery especially with such a high turnover, 

you’re forever cleaning the walls and sanding, 

so we slowed them down a bit so that people 

could actually have a chance to go and see the 

exhibitions and, if it’s on a bit longer, you can 

properly promote it rather than already thinking 

what the next exhibition will be.”

As the Line Gallery is part of Stroud Valley 

Artspace (a non-profit organisation), artists are 

not expected to pay to use the gallery, making it 

an invaluable resource for emerging and early-

career artists. As well as showcasing the artwork 

of those working locally (including SVA’s studio 

artists who take over the space for two months 

of the year), Jessie has invited artists from 

London, Bristol, Cardiff and even overseas to 

exhibit their work: “…one of my old friends from 

uni, she came and did a week’s residency at the 
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NEXT EXHIBITION:

“…when me and Dave first started 

it we were fairly new out of 

university and we knew so many 

people who had really great work, 

but probably wouldn’t ever get the 

chance to show it in such a clean 

white space…”
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Hannah Sunny - 3rd-14th July 2016

visit: goodonpaper.info/film

ft Dan Rawlings

A series of ‘interview shorts’ with local 
artists in their studios filmed and edited 
by Katie Jane Watson.

WHYART?

GOPTV


