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Over the last decade Daniel Sparkes has 

developed a distinctive reputation with his 

oddball ‘Suessian’ visual language within the 

emerging genres of Intermural art and comic 

abstraction. His injected dark comic motifs, 

initially seeming tongue-in-cheek, bring with 

them a more robust message of the conflict 

between the natural and mechanical worlds. With 

work spanning the mediums of design, fashion, 

installation, murals, sculpture and more recently 

oil paintings, Sparkes has been nominated for 

the prestigious Jerwood drawing prize, created 

for brands such as Nike and Warp Records, 

featured in books by Thames and Hudson and Die 

Gestalten Verlag and exhibited extensively across 

Europe and the United States.

danielsparkes.com

Debbie Smyth is a textile artist most identifiable 

by her statement thread drawings; these playful 

yet sophisticated contemporary artworks are 

created by stretching a network of threads 

between accurately plotted pins. Her work 

beautifully blurs the boundaries between fine 

art drawings and textile art, flat and 3D work, 

illustration and embroidery, literally transforming 

the drawn line into something 3-dimensional. 

Her unique style lends itself to suit corporate 

environments, public spaces, gallery installations, 

window display, live event artwork, set design, 

graphic design and illustration. Debbie has 

worked with companies both nationally and 

internationally including Adidas, The New York 

Times and Mercedes Benz amongst others.

debbie-smyth.com

“I like stories. Much of my imagery stems from the 

landscape and stories of childhood. From myths 

and legends and particularly from fairy tales. I 

like to make up alternative narratives from them, 

sometimes humorous, sometimes sinister. A world 

that is at once familiar yet strange. My personal 

slant on the human predicament. I have always 

enjoyed making things but I haven’t always been 

an artist. I went back to college as a mature 

student and am currently studying for an MA and 

I sometimes emerge from my studio in Chalford 

to teach workshops and give talks.”

katewilliamson.co.uk
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Joe Magee is an award-winning filmmaker, 

illustrator and artist living in Stroud. He has been 

a contributor to the Guardian for over 20 years 

and provides work for Time Magazine and other 

international publications and has exhibited  

widely at galleries and film festivals. Joe has 

worked for many years with comedic performer 

Bill Bailey on numerous films and other projects. 

periphery.co.uk

“I have, in recent years, worked with shadow 

projections and spaces that inspire me. St. 

Laurence Church is interesting as I have spent 

many hours in churches during my childhood; as 

the words of the priest totally lost me, I drifted off 

into the colours of the stained glass windows and 

the saints, stern and earnest, became alive, telling 

stories that kept me occupied until the organ 

played its last triumphant tune. This installation 

‘For You’ is building on one of these memories…

these moments when a shaft of light hits through 

a stain glass window, projecting colours on every 

surface that the light could reach. “

annmargrethbohl.com

“My passion for printmaking was fostered at 

Art College in Liverpool where the printmaking 

process combined with experimentation, threw 

up serendipitous artistic opportunities and new 

avenues of expression that were exciting. The 

print room itself was an intoxicating mix of 

machines, solvent, coffee and fags! I was hooked 

very early on. My work as a printmaker is inspired 

by drawing and painting in the landscape/

cityscape and increasingly a desire to abstract, 

partially deconstruct or visually redact the images 

that result. The immediacy of the screenprint and 

monotype processes both allow and encourage 

me to reach for a bold final interpretation.”

andylovell.co.uk

There are many ways to tell stories. James 

Kriszyk’s work does just that. Using the camera 

as the chosen tool to fully express the raw truth 

he longs for. Having a direct approach with the 

people that appear in the work and a longing to 

discover more about the human condition and 

how the mystic elements around us effect all. 

Stripping back to reveal some sort of connection. 

A heightened state of intuition, not just seeing, 

but a feeling within. 

kriszyk.com

Together with film and art installations five 
six foot tall triangular pillars have been built 
for each artist using wood kindly donated by 
Chalford Building Supplies to overcome the 
difficulties of staging an exhibition of eight 
different artists in a church! The ambitious free 
event also takes place due to the generous 
support of sponsors Renishaw plc.  

Doors open at 5pm for the exhibition plus a bar 

and record stall. Live music from 6:00pm, event 

finishes at 10:30pm so catch it whilst you can! 

See music line-up on p6 and goodonpaper.info/

events for news and updates…

Leah Grant is a writer and photographer with 

a keen interest in art and literature. On her 

blog, Bellyful of Art, you can find reviews of 

exhibitions, installations, dance performances 

and literary events as well as her own lovingly 

created pieces of short fiction artbellyful.

wordpress.com
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“I try to create images that remind people of 

the moments when everything seems possible 

and free; times when climbing a tree, or sitting 

admiring the way its branches twist and curl 

means nothing, but means everything. I enjoy 

using sentimental objects such as old tools and 

farm equipment, they bring to mind a time when 

things were simpler, not easier, but the concerns 

of everyday people were fundamental and shared. 

Commercialism may provide a distraction or a 

goal we can use to give our lives meaning, but 

it drives a notion of self-importance which is 

detrimental to growth. Real experiences are often 

disregarded in favour of material possessions.”

everyact.co.uk

 STROUD FRINGE FEST IVAL 2016 IS  NEARLY UPON US AND THIS YEAR AS PART OF GOOD ON  

 PAPER’S  CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE ANNUAL FEST IV IT IES,  E IGHT EXCIT ING LOCAL ARTISTS WILL  

 EXHIB IT  THEIR WORK AT ST.  LAURENCE CHURCH ON SUNDAY 28TH AUGUST FROM 5PM.  

 V IA A WEALTH OF ARTIST IC DISCIPL INES THESE E IGHT ARTISTS WILL  EXPLORE A VARIETY OF  

 CONCEPTS THAT ARE SURE TO KEEP V IS ITORS INSPIRED LONG AFTER THEY’VE LEFT THE GOP  

 PARTY.  HERE,  WE F IND OUT A L ITTLE B IT  MORE ABOUT THE PEOPLE INVOLVED… 
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