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Best known, perhaps, for the spine-chilling artwork 
he created for Derek Landy’s Skulduggery  
Pleasant series, Tom’s latest venture combines 
a talent for illustration with his first collection of 
junior fiction books: “The series is called Little 
Legends and the first book of that is probably 
the third fiction book I’ve ever written.” Though 
Tom’s previous attempts at junior fiction were 
unsuccessful, he has, over the past six years, 
created for himself a reputation as a successful 
author and illustrator of children’s picture books, 
producing titles such as Herman’s Letter and 
Jack’s AMAZING Shadow. But Tom’s path  
to publication was not a speedy one and it was 
whilst working at an advertising agency in London 
that he first began to forge a freelance career:  
“I did quite a lot of interactive and video work  
as part of that job and that laid the foundations for 
a lot of the skills that I have now…from doing that I 
did bits and pieces of illustration work for some of 
the clients we used to work for and then slowly  
I started building a portfolio...”    

Although the work - in Tom’s words - wasn’t always 
particularly glamorous (“I started off basically  
in the Vauxhall Conference of the illustration world 
where I was doing lots of stuff for educational 
books and school text books…”), eventually,  
an overheard conversation brought his name  
to greater prominence: “…I was working for them 
[Harper Collins] two days a week doing their 
advertising work and I just happened to overhear 
some people sat around a table talking about this 
series that they were having difficulty finding  
an illustrator for…I said, let me have a go, if you 
don’t like it then no worries, if you like it then we’ll 
take it from there.”  That series was Derek Landy’s 
award-winning Skulduggery Pleasant and it is 

whilst discussing this particular period in Tom’s 
career that he references the creative challenges 
he faced as Landy’s books grew in popularity:  
“…by the time you get to the last two or three 
books there’s a lot of weight of expectation on it…
that’s part of illustration, I guess, responding to the 
needs of the people you’re working with. It’s not 
just about being able to draw nice pictures, you 
have to be able to interpret someone’s needs and 
then make it into something you personally can 
engage with as well.”    

The Little Legends series follows the new and 
exciting antics of our favourite fairy-tale characters, 
such as Little Red Riding Hood and Rapunzel, 
as well as introducing children to faces that are 
perhaps a little less familiar, like the West African 
folktale character, Anansi. In creating this series, 
Tom felt it was important that his characters’ deal 
with issues that children could relate to, such  
as experiencing jealousy or feeling let down, 
whilst also adding something a little different 
to their traditional characteristics: “Ella - who is 
Cinderella - has a fairy god-brother and he’s her 
annoying little brother…again, I’m trying to take 
these established conventions and then sort of put 
a new twist on it.” Aimed at five to eight-year-olds, 
Tom admits that he’s learnt a lot about writing for 
older children since creating the Little Legends 
series and it would appear that having someone 
at home to test the books out has also come in 
very handy: “My youngest son is five and he can’t 
read the books himself, but he really enjoys having 
them read to him. That’s the challenge with these 
because even though it’s older than picture books 
in loads of ways the language has to be simpler 
because it’s essentially designed for children  
to read independently.”

During our thirty-minute interview there’s barely 
time to touch on the electronic music that Tom 
creates or the videos he has produced to promote 
the works of David Walliams and Oliver Jeffers. 
Neither is there time to discuss, in any great 
depth, his animations or his background in graphic 
design. And yet, it is always there, touched on 
briefly, influencing our conversation in the same 
way that all these separate skills seem to influence 
his ideas, his next big project. As we wrap up,  
Tom expresses his work in a way that seems  
to untangle the many threads of his creative 
portfolio and sums him up perfectly:  
“I communicate stories and ideas – that’s the key.”  

tom-percival.com

• The first two books in the Little Legends series  
 - The Spell Thief and The Great Troll Rescue are  
 both available now from numerous book stores  
 nationwide including Stroud Bookshop

• For more information on Little Legends or to  
 download the free Little Legends: Race Day  
 mobile game, visit littlelegends.club

• Visit our website at goodonpaper.info/literature  
 to view a selection of Tom’s animations  
 and videos! 

Leah Grant is a writer and photographer with  
a keen interest in art and literature. On her blog, 
Bellyful of Art, you can find reviews of exhibitions, 
installations, dance performances and literary 
events as well as her own lovingly created pieces  
of short fiction artbellyful.wordpress.com
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Ale House

 WEDS 2ND/9TH/16TH  
 /23RD/30TH 

 Rick Vick: Writing Group 
A weekly writing group run by Stroud 
Festival’s Rick Vick. Discover your 
hidden voice, all welcome! 7-9pm £5 
for further information contact Rick on 
07973 225 694

 WEDS 16TH 

 Stroud Radical Reading Group 
A new reading group that meets at the 
Ale House every third Wednesday of 
the month aiming to read a variety of 
articles and books on radical issues, 
feminism, environmentalism, trade 
unionism, politics, and current affairs 
7:30pm

 WEDS 30TH 

  The Host of the Air 
A night of music and poetry to mark 
the centenary of the Easter Uprising in 
Dublin 8:30pm Free

Atelier

 SAT 19TH 

 Breaking Away - Cycling distilled:  
 Poetry and Film 
Cycling distilled to an art form by 
Dennis Gould, Jeff Cloves and Jørgen 
Leth (director and poet) who perceives 
bicycle racing as a ritual expression 
of human victory and defeat. The 
evening starts with Breaking Away, an 
American blue-collar rites-of-passage 
drama, followed by cycling poetry, and 
finishing with a short film by Jørgen Leth 
7:30pm £5adv from Sub Rooms/£6otd 
(STROUD FILM FESTIVAL)

atelierstroud.co.uk

Black Book Café

 SUN 20TH 

  Transition Stroud Book Group 
On  theme of water, reading ‘Water 
Wars: privatisation, pollution and profit’ 
by Vandana Shiva – feel free to bring 
your own readings on water… Transition 
Stroud is a dynamic group of volunteers 
who are supporting the local community 
to strengthen its’ local economy, reduce 
the cost of living and prepare for a future 
with less oil and a changing climate. 
Join them for a cup of coffee and a 
stimulating discussion! To find out about 
Transition Stroud visit their website at 
www.transitionstroud.org 12 – 2pm Free

blackbookcafe.com

The Christian Community

 FRI 4TH 

 SoundScape Eurythmy Stroud  
 Presents: Life Is A Tree That  
 Blossoms In The Stone 
A celebration of Vernon Watkins’ 
life and work with eurythmy, music, 
poetry and an introduction by Richard 
Ramsbotham. Vernon Watkins is a poet 
who deserves to be better known. His 
exquisitely fine, musical poetry is full of 
the quality of listening. He was a close 
friend and colleague of Dylan Thomas 
and they collaborated for much of their 
lives, sometimes changing each other’s 
poems line by line. Thomas called 
Watkins ‘the most profound and greatly 
accomplished Welshman writing poems 
in English’. There will be an introductory 
talk to help people enter Watkins’ world 
before the programme that follows 
7:30pm £10/£8concs otd

stroud.thechristiancommunity.co.uk

Hawkwood College

 WEDS 2ND/9TH/  
 16TH/23RD/30TH 

 Wild Writing with  
 Kevan Manwaring 
Are your words too tame? Your thoughts 
too feral? Do your ideas need liberating? 
Let them out of the cage, and allow 
them to prowl the page! This rule-
breaking writing workshop is designed to 
encourage you to explore the untamed 
fringes of your desires and fears, to 
express that inner howl, to give voice to 
that long-denied cry. You’ll be supported 
in a friendly, safe environment to venture 
beyond comfort zones and tap into 
words that can electrify, shock, motivate 
and move. All you need is a pen and 
paper and a willingness to be wild! 7-9pm 
To book a space call 01453 759034

hawkwoodcollege.co.uk

Horsley Mill

 SAT 12TH 

 Introduction to Storytelling  
 with Fiona Eadie 
An inspiring one-day workshop for 
beginners wishing to tell stories to 
family and friends, or as part of their 
work. Enjoy learning useful storytelling 
techniques and develop confidence — 
with support and encouragement. For 
further info call 01453 834793 or email: 
fiona@fionaeadieltd.co.uk

fionaeadiestoryteller.com 

Lansdown Hall

 FRI 4TH – SAT 5TH 

 Epic Journeys: A Celebration  
 of Animal Migration 
Sweeping across the earth in wild, 
far-flung arcs are the migration routes of 
hundreds of species. Sheila Macbeth, 
a community choir leader in Stroud, 
has composed songs to illuminate and 
celebrate these journeys. The songs will 
be performed by over 50 members of 
Stroud’s community choirs with soloist 
Sophie Sterckx and will be inter-woven 
with stories performed by popular local 
storyteller, Fiona Eadie 7:30pm

lansdownhall.org

Museum In The Park

 THURS 24TH 

 An Evening Under Milkwood 
Join Tricia Henry and friends for an 
informal hour or so of readings and 
music inspired by Dylan Thomas’ 
wonderfully evocative and dreamlike 
‘Under Milk Wood’. Peter Blake’s iconic 
illustrations will form the backdrop. 
Ticket price includes a glass of wine 
or fruit juice 7pm £7 Booking essential 
– call the Museum on 01453 763394 
(IMPRESS FESTIVAL)

museuminthepark.org.uk

Open House

 SAT 5TH 

 Alasdair Ogilvie: An Evening  
 Of Stroud Delights 
Local film maker Alasdair Ogilvie shows 
a selection of his recent films plus 
poetry from Jeff Cloves and Type & 
Typos from Dennis Gould 7:30pm £5adv 
from Sub Rooms/£6otd (STROUD FILM 
FESTIVAL)

openhouse.me.uk

Subscription Rooms

 FRI 25TH 

 Stroud Out Loud 
Stroud’s Monthly Spoken 
Word Showcase. 
*Poetry*Storytelling*Song*Stand-
up*Monologues* Whatever your 
party piece - a new poem, a comedy 
routine, a folk tale, a song, a dramatic 
monologue, your latest artwork - come 
and share it! 7:30pm Free

subscriptionrooms.org.uk

Ruskin Mill - Nailsworth

 SAT 19TH 

 Storytelling with Fiona Eadie 
Story lovers young and old are warmly 
invited to a Saturday morning of stories 
at the Ruskin Mill fireside. Enchanting 
stories, enthralling tales and elaborate 
lies ... Enjoy listening to the wonder, 
wit, mystery and magic of stories from 
around the world. Coffee shop open for 
drinks and delicious home-made cakes 
10:30am-12:30pm Adults £4/Children 
£3 (suggested minimum age is 5)/Family 
£10

rmt.org

New Brewery Arts Centre – 
Cirencester

 TUES 29TH 

 Writers in the Brewery with  
 the Brokenborough Poets 
A regular event that takes place on the 
last Tuesday of the month in the cafe. 
Everyone is welcome to come along, 
share their ideas and writing or just 
enjoy meeting writers and listening 
to their fiction, poetry, articles and 
autobiographical writings. This month’s 
guests are the Brokenborough Poets; 
a small but dedicated group of poets 
who have been meeting regularly at 
the Horse Guards, a country pub just 
outside Malmesbury for over ten years. 
Fieldwork is their first anthology and 
represents not only the individual voices 
of the poets but also the joyful diversity 
of the group as a whole. Come and hear 
the work of insightful Liz Carew, musical 
storytelling from Sue Chadd, and a 
wealth of moments with Atherton Gray. 
Add into the mix the comprehension 
and craft of David Lukens, the natural 
lyricism of Matthew Oates, inner and 
outer explorations by John Richardson 
and some surprising scales and 
arpeggios by M M Season and you are 
in for a literary treat. The poets are all 
published writers, have had their work 
selected for well-known magazines and 
anthologies, and won prestigious poetry 
competitions 7-9pm £4 (inc. free tea and 
coffee; other drinks at bar prices) 

newbreweryarts.org.uk
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 HYPOTHETICALLY SPEAKING, IF I  WERE TO PRESENT TOM  

 PERCIVAL WITH A CHECKLIST OF CREATIVE SKILLS, I ’M PRETTY  

 SURE THERE’S NOT ONE BOX THAT HE WOULDN’T BE ABLE TO  

 TICK. IN FACT, TO PIN TOM TO ONE PARTICULAR MEDIUM AT  

 ALL WOULD NOT ONLY BE INACCURATE, BUT WOULD CREATE AN  

 UNFAIR PICTURE OF WHO HE REALLY IS.  

LOCAL
SHOP


