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Cotswold Playhouse

 FRI 5TH 

 Hexagon Theatre Co:  
 Pyrenees 

In the Pyrenees a middle-aged man 
is found unconscious in the snow. He 
has no papers and no memory of who 
he is. A young woman from the British 
Consulate is dispatched to his hotel 
to see if she can establish his identity. 
As they talk and begin to work out a 
story for him, they find themselves 
connecting on a deeper level. But, the 
arrival of another guest threatens to 
undermine their conclusions…7:30pm 
£12

 FRI 12TH 

  Trevor T Smith:  
  The Return of Savonarola 

The 15th century Florentine preacher 
Savonarola, hanged and burnt to death 
on orders from the Vatican, returns from 
the after-life into the body of a dissolute, 
drunken, stand-up comedian…
Edinburgh Festival reviews:

“Smith’s performance – all wild eyes 
and trembling, prophesying gestures – 
is captivating.”  The Scotsman. 

“This impressive actor uses the power 
of his voice to great effect in this solid, 
compact, intimate show; a masterclass 
in how a lone actor can grip an 
audience.“Edinburgh Spotlight 8pm 
£10/£8concs

 FRI 19TH – SAT 20TH 

 Glitter & Twisted:  
  The Pirates of Penzance 

Glitter & Twisted Theatre Company 
shines a new light on Gilbert & Sullivan’s 
masterpiece. This quirky new production 
updates the musical to 1953, while 
remaining respectful to Gilbert’s witty 
dialogue and Sullivan’s sparkling score. 

Packed with familiar tunes including “A 
Policeman’s Lot” and “Poor Wand’ring 
one”, the show is fun for the whole 
family and will have you laughing and 
humming all the way home 7:30pm 
£12/£8under 8 

cotswoldplayhouse.co.uk

Lansdown Hall 

 FRI 12TH – SUN 14TH 

 RATSociety:  
 Crimes of the Heart 

See p18! 7:30pm £8 from Trading 
Post/£9 from www.ratsociety.com

lansdownhall.org

Subscription Rooms

 THURS 11TH 

 Dot to Dot Drama:  
 Robina Hood  

Boo, hiss and laugh your way through 
this quirky twist on the tale of Robin 
Hood.   Enjoy some panto-style 
entertainment when Robina proves 
that girls can do anything, baddies 

must meet a sticky end and laughter 
is always the best medicine. Brought 
to the Subscription Rooms Stage by 
local children, the Stroud Schools’ 
Drama festival is right on target! 5pm 
£9/£6concs

 THURS 16TH 

  Thingumajig Theatre:  
  The Ugly Duckling 

Life isn’t much fun in the farmyard 
for the misfit ‘duckling’. Teased and 
tormented, he dreams of kindlier places 
beyond the farm gates. But will he 
survive out there?

Join in the adventures of this famous 
‘under-dog’ in Hans Christian 
Andersen’s much-loved tale of 
transformation, brought to you in 
Thingumajig’s house style - beautiful 
puppet characters, live music, 
captivating story-telling and a generous 
sprinkling of theatre magic.

50 minutes. Recommended for 
ages 5 + 11:30am & 2:30pm 
£8/£6concs/£25family ticket

subscriptionrooms.org.uk

Prema Arts Centre – Uley

 SAT 13TH 

  Theatre Temoin:  
 Nobody’s Home 

Odysseus has come home from the war. 
His bath’s broken, and he can’t fix it. As 
he stares at his reflection, he begins to 
find that his journey back to the people 
he loves might not be as easy at it 
might have seemed. Set in a bathroom, 

Nobody’s Home follows a soldier’s 
homeward journey through his own 
mind as he struggles with the monsters 
of his past 8pm 

 FRI 26TH 

 Flabbergast Theatre:  
  Tatterdemalion 

This hilarious, absurd and enchanting 
show features puppetry, physical 
comedy and mime in the tradition of 
Ecole Philippe Gaulier. Tatterdemalion 
juxtaposes a sense of loneliness and 
(be)longing with joy and exhilaration. 
Tonight you are warmly invited to 
witness one man’s quest for a friend in 
a world that can, for some, feel mightily 
chilly 8pm £10/£7concs/£8friends/ 
£6concs/£25family/£23friends/£15otd

prema.org.uk

Vue Cinema

 TUES 9TH 

 Kenneth Brannagh  
  Theatre Company 

The Winter’s Tale (PG) 6:50pm

 SUN 28TH 

 National Theatre 

As You Like It (12A) 6:45pm

myvue.com
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 UPSTAGE/DOWNSTAGE:  

 THE GLOUCESTERSHIRE THEATRE  

 WORKERS COLLECTIVE 

Upstage/Downstage is a new collective of theatre 
professionals from Gloucestershire set up with the aim of 
promoting theatre in all its forms throughout the county. 
Born out of the success of the annual Stroud Theatre 
Festival, the collective is starting to establish a network of 
venues throughout Gloucestershire for local companies 
to tour their shows. It is hoped this will happen from April 
this year.

Its first performance is due to take place on Friday 12th 
February at the Subscription Rooms where different 
companies will preview excerpts from works to tour later 
in the year. The 20 minute pieces will include a range of 
work and styles from existing performances to new works 
in progress.

Companies and performances confirmed  
so far include:

 THE SENTENCE  

By Cheltenham based writer Martin Lytton performed 
by Katie McLeod and Paul Southcott. This powerful 
play focuses on John Scrivener, who in the 16th century 
translated the Bible into English and was sentenced to 
death. His daughter was sentenced to light the fire.

Gloucester based company Brickdoor Theatre will 
also be presenting an extract from a new as yet 
untitled work and other companies and performers 
are still TBA.

Tickets for the evening cost £5 and are available 
from the Tourist Information Centre or by calling 
01453 760900

The collective is open for anyone who makes part 
of their living through theatre and performance 
including actors, writers, directors, producers, 
technicians, stage managers, venues and theatre 
companies. If you would like to get involved 
or to receive further information email: info@
spanielworks.co.uk

John Bassett is an actor, writer and the director  
of Stroud Theatre Festival and Spaniel in the Works 
Theatre Company

 THE FIRST PUNK IN KINGSHILL 

A new show from Jonny Fluffypunk. The poet, raconteur, 
anarchist and flaneur brings extracts from this new work 
following his show Man Up, Jonny Fluffypunk.

 SPANIEL IN THE WORKS PRESENT: THE LIFE  

 AND TIMES OF JACK SHEPPARD - THIEF AND  

 JAIL BREAKER 

Part drama, part pantomime this one man show offers 
an insight into the life of the infamous 18th century 
criminal, notorious as the only man to escape from 
Newgate Jail three times.

 VALENTINE’S DAY IS ALMOST  

 UPON US, BUT THIS YEAR,  

 RATHER THAN INDULGING IN  

 THE OBLIGATORY CANDLELIT  

 MEAL FOR TWO, THE  

 OVERPRICED ROSES AND THE  

 HEART-SHAPED CHOCOLATES  

 THAT THREATEN TO INSTANTLY  

 RUIN YOUR NEW YEAR’S  

 RESOLUTION, WHY NOT TREAT  

 YOURSELF AND YOUR LOVED  

 ONES TO SOMETHING A LITTLE  

 DIFFERENT? 

From February 12th-14th, professional actor Susan 
Lynch - best known for her roles in Interview with the 
Vampire: The Vampire Chronicles (1994), Waking Ned 
(1998) and From Hell (2001) - brings her community 
theatre group, RATSociety, to Lansdown Hall and 
Gallery as they perform Beth Henley’s Pulitzer Prize-
winning play, Crimes of the Heart. Set in Hazlehurst, 
Mississippi, Crimes of the Heart centres around three 
sisters – Lenny, Meg and Babe MaGrath – who are 
brought back together after Babe shoots her husband. 
“It sounds quite heavy and it is, it’s a really dark 
play, but it’s also really funny and really heartfelt and 
engaging…” admits Susan, when I catch up with her 
a few weeks before opening night, “…there’s so much 
in this play that is relevant to now; it’s set in the early 
seventies in the wake of Hurricane Camille, there’s 
lots of flooding and there’s still a lot of racial tension in 
Mississippi. So there’s these different social elements 
to it and then there’s three sisters who have the legacy 
of a mother who committed suicide and it’s about the 
community’s prejudice against them…”

This is not the first time that RATSociety (Ruscombe 
Amateur Theatre Society) have performed Crimes of 
the Heart – their debut run at Whiteway Colony Hall 
in 2014 was a huge success, despite the confines of 
the space, and it is partly for this reason that Susan 
decided to revive it: “I felt there was a deeper place 
that we could go now that the guys had initially got 
over the thing of acting for the first time…now we’re 
at the intermediate level so they can really start to get 

deeper into the text, really get the absolute colours 
of the tragedy and the comedy of the play.” Formed 
in 2013, RATSociety was the result of a discussion 
between Susan and her friends Victoria Ashcroft and 
Laura Smith during which it was revealed that the 
pair were interested in acting, but were unsure of how 
to go about doing it. Having come from community 
drama herself, Susan was well aware of the benefits of 
theatre at this level, both as a means of escapism and 
as a way of strengthening bonds between collectives, 
and so through workshops, events, readings and 
productions, RATSociety was created. 

It is clear from the start of our meeting that Crimes of 
the Heart is a production that

Susan feels extremely passionate about. As the final 
weeks of preparation become more and more intense, 
she discusses her role as director and her pride and 
enthusiasm for her team both in front of and behind 
the curtain: “Being a good director is being a good 
mum, and you have to watch each of them and 
how they’re developing and you have to know when 
you’ve got to go, right guys, this is the last furlong 
and lets absolutely nail it...We’ve got an amazing 
composer, Luke Smith, he composes all the music 
and he did the last time, but now he’s got a whole 
new set because the direction has slightly changed, 
we’ve gone for something darker, we’ve got much 
more of a soundscape of what’s actually happening in 
Mississippi before the audience sees the play unfold.” 
Crimes of the Heart is very much a group effort and 
Susan is keen to highlight the various helpers who 
have contributed to the production along the way, 
including lighting design by Andy Coleman, publicity 
by Andy’s partner Alice and set design by Hannah 
Thomson (landlady of The Woolpack Inn at Slad) as 
well as the kind sponsorship of rehearsals by new 
Stroud business, SpaceHoppers. 

Singing the praises of others seems to be inherent 
in Susan’s personality; as our conversation naturally 
veers towards her professional career, I happen to 
mention her husband (fellow actor Craig Parkinson) 
and she’s quick to stress his upcoming performance 
in Channel 4’s Indian Summers and BBC 2’s Line of 
Duty as well as his current role in Martin McDonagh’s 
Hangmen on the West End. Clearly she’s a very proud 
wife, but what’s in store for this Northern Irish actor 
whose career so far has seen her working with the 
likes of James Nesbitt, Ewan McGregor and Johnny 
Depp? “I’ve just been doing a film with Jim Sheridan of 

My Left Foot fame and In the Name of the Father, he’s 
a brilliant Irish film director, that’s called The Secret 
Scripture which is based on a very famous book and 
Vanessa Redgrave and Eric Bana are in it. And I’ve 
just finished the second series of Happy Valley, I’m 
doing a supporting role in that.” And for RATSociety? 
What happens when the final curtain falls on Crimes 
of the Heart? Well, with local professional actor Simon 
Chadwick, Susan is planning to embark on a more 
experimental project: “We’re doing a piece called Cider 
with Rosie and Beyond, it spans over a hundred years 
of Gloucestershire and it’s a kind of kaleidoscopic 
snapshot of different scenarios.” 

Leah Grant is a writer and photographer with a keen 
interest in art and literature. On her blog, Bellyful of 
Art, you can find reviews of exhibitions, installations, 
dance performances and literary events as well as her 
own lovingly created pieces of short fiction artbellyful.
wordpress.com

•  Tickets for Crimes of the Heart can be purchased  
 from Trading Post on Kendrick Street for £8 or for  
 just over £9 online at www.ratsociety.com

• If you have a space that could be used for RATS  
 rehearsals (e.g., a disused building) or you would  
 like to get involved with RATS, then please get in  
 touch via the website
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Swane in By the Bog of Cats, 
Abbey Theatre, Dublin
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