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 I  NEVER TURN DOWN AN OPPORTUNITY TO VISIT STROUD BREWERY. NEVER.  

 EVEN IF I ’VE DRAWN THE SHORT STRAW AND FIND MYSELF TWIDDLING  

 MY CAR KEYS AS I PONDER THE BREWERY’S NON-ALCOHOLIC SELECTION,  

 I ’M STILL HAPPY TO BE THERE, SOAKING UP THE ATMOSPHERE OF ONE  

 OF STROUD’S MOST SUCCESSFUL INDEPENDENT BUSINESSES. IT SEEMS  

 INEVITABLE THEN, THAT ON A COLD EVENING IN LATE-NOVEMBER I SHOULD  

 FIND MYSELF HUDDLED ON THE BREWERY’S RUSTIC DECK INTERVIEWING  

 THE CO-FOUNDER OF ANOTHER OF STROUD’S AMBITIOUS START-UPS, LITTLE  

 ISLAND PRESS - A NEW LITERARY PUBLISHER THAT, COINCIDENTALLY, HAS  

 MORE THAN JUST INDEPENDENCE IN COMMON WITH MY FAVOURITE HAUNT. 

 

LITERATURE LISTINGS

Ale House

 WEDS 6TH/13TH/  

 20TH/27TH 

 Rick Vick: Writing Group 

A weekly writing group run by Stroud 
Festival’s Rick Vick. Discover your 
hidden voice, all welcome! 7-9pm £5 
for further information contact Rick on 
07973 225 694

Hawkwood College

 WEDS 13TH JAN –  

 WEDS 23RD MAR 

 Wild Writing with  
 Kevan Manwaring 

This rule-breaking writing workshop is 
designed to encourage you to explore 
the untamed fringes of your desires and 
fears, to express that inner howl, to give 
voice to that long-denied cry. You’ll be 
supported in a friendly, safe environment 
to venture beyond comfort zones and 
tap into words that can electrify, shock, 
motivate and move. Kevan Manwaring is 
a writer based in Stroud. He teaches for 
the Open University, was a consultant 
on latest series of BBC4’s The Secret 
Life of Books, writes for The London 
Magazine and is the co-judge of their 
2015 Short Story competition alongside 
Susan Hill. Every Wednesday 7-9:15pm 
£75 for ten sessions

hawkwoodcollege.co.uk

Museum In The Park

 SUN 31ST 

 National Storytelling Week:  
 Animal Adventures with  
 Fiona Eadie 
Storyteller Fiona Eadie invites you to 
come in from the cold, pull up a chair 
and enjoy some magical ancient and 
modern fables which will amuse and 
delight! For grown-ups of all ages, 
and children aged 5 and above. 3pm 
£5adults/£3children Booking necessary, 
please call on 01453 763394

museuminthepark.org.uk

Subscription Rooms

 MON 11TH JAN –  

 MON 21ST MAR 

 Write A Novel In 2016  
 with Kevan Manwaring 
It is said everyone has a book inside of 
them. Start the year running with this 
practical course, and make that long-
held dream come true! Over the ten  
weeks it will look at all the essentials of 
writing a novel: Character; Setting; Plot; 
 
 

Point-of-View; Themes; Tone; Editing; 
Researching the Market; and Pitching 
your Proposal. Each week you’ll get 
a chance to write, and to workshop 
work-in-progress – giving and receiving 
feedback in a supportive environment. 
No experience necessary – just an idea 
for a novel. Every Monday from 11th Jan 
7-9pm £75 for 10 weeks

 FRI 29TH 

 Stroud Out Loud! 

Stroud’s monthly spoken word 
showcase including poetry, storytelling 
and monologues! Celebrate free 
speech with this entertaining open mic 
showcase.7pm (arrive early for a slot: 3 
mins if reading; up to 10 mins if no text 
is used)

subscriptionrooms.org.uk

Victoria Works

 TUES 2ND FEB –  

 TUES 19TH APR 

 Introduction To Scriptwriting  
 with John Bassett 
This 10 week course provides and 
introduction to script writing for 
anyone who has ever fancied writing 
a play, radio or television script. Over 
the 10 weeks you will learn: how to 
get started, the differences between 
theatre/radio/television writing, how 
to create characters and plot, how to 
write effective and believable dialogue, 
the differences in writing required for 
different audiences and different formats 
and how to layout a script. Each week 
will feature practical exercises as well 
as formal teaching. At the end of the ten 
weeks, it is hoped that participants will 
complete a ten minute script which will 
have a reading by professional actors. 
7-9pm £120 for ten weeks

 TUES 2ND FEB –  

 TUES 1ST MAR 

 Calligraphy Course 
Never tried it but always wanted to 
have a go? This five week course for 
beginners will talk you through pens, 
nibs, reservoirs, papers, inks and 
learning to use the broad edged pen. 
You will start with a suitable script for 
beginners, UNCIAL, used for centuries 
in ancient manuscripts and learn about 
thicks and thins in any script and what 
that means. There will be warm up 
exercises to help you get into it. You 
won’t be jumping in at the deep end, 
but will start gently and gradually, to 
build up the skills. So don’t be afraid. No 
experience necessary but intermediates 
welcome too! 10am-12pm £55 for five 
weeks 

 THURS 4TH FEB –  

 THURS 10TH MAR 

 Creative Writing Course 

This six week course will focus on 
creating a supportive group for people 
to explore their creative writing 
 

practice. It will explore different genres 
of writing and look at ways to inspire 
home practice. The exercises you 
undertake will feature poetry, short 
stories, building a believable character 
and scene setting. Group members are 
encouraged to share their work, but 
this is not compulsory 7-9pm £65 for 
six weeks

swartworkshops.co.uk

Ruskin Mill - Nailsworth

 SAT 16TH 

 Stories for the New Year  
 with Fiona Eadie 

Story lovers young and old are warmly 
invited to a Saturday morning of 
seasonal stories at the Ruskin Mill 
fireside. Enchanting stories, enthralling 
tales and elaborate lies ... Enjoy listening 
to the wonder, wit, mystery and magic 
of stories from around the world. Coffee 
shop open for drinks and delicious 
home-made cakes 10:30am-12:30pm 
Adults £4/Children £3 (suggested 
minimum age is 5)/Family £10

rmt.org

New Brewery Arts Centre 
Cirencester

 THURS 7TH JAN –  

 THURS 4TH FEB 

 Creative Writing: Spring  
 Term with Rona Laycock 
Writing Your Life Story: Your story is 
unique and should be told. Come and 
join the five weekly workshops to share 
your experiences and start to write your 
Life Story. Inspiring sessions with a 
practical focus on developing creative 
ideas and encouraging you to achieve 
your writing goals. To kick start the 
creative writing process, come along 
to the lively ‘Writers in the Brewery’ 
evenings on the last Tuesday of each 
month 1:30-4:30pm

 TUES 26TH 

 Writers in the Brewery 
A regular event that takes place on 
the last Tuesday of the month in the 
cafe. Everyone is welcome to come 
along, share their ideas and writing 
or just enjoy meeting writers and 
listening to their fiction, poetry, articles 
and autobiographical writings. Guest 
speakers include authors, poets, 
journalists, publishers, storytellers, 
musicians and filmmakers 7-9pm £4 
(inc. free tea and coffee; other drinks at 
bar prices) 

newbreweryarts.org.uk

Officially established in January this year, Little Island 

Press began life as a quarterly journal promoting 

poetry and cultural criticism. Now, as a small 

literary publisher, the business adds non-fiction and 

international works of translation to its portfolio whilst 

continuing to advocate the work of emerging and 

established poets: “In today’s current publishing 

market we wanted to focus  

on tactility and books that 

lasted,” explains the company’s 

managing editor Andrew Latimer, 

“especially as a lot of poetry 

publication is based around 

ephemeral pamphlets.” With 

the help of his business partner, 

Jessica Kelly, the pair have 

decided to concentrate their 

current efforts on three collectable 

series - Budding New Poets, 

Memento and Transits - creating 

aesthetically pleasing hardback 

books that aptly mirror the quality 

of the writing within them: “I think 

the more stuff becomes digital, 

the more people are starting to 

realise that reading is a three 

dimensional experience, there’s 

the smell of the book, there’s 

everything that goes with it that 

you forget when you’re in the 

voyeuristic zone of just looking 

at the screen. That’s why we are 

committed to the printed book 

and especially bringing poetry into 

print because I personally don’t 

find poetry satisfying to read  

on the computer.”    

Both the Budding series (cleverly 

named after Edwin Beard Budding, the Stroud-born 

inventor of the lawnmower and - perhaps even more 

prestigiously - the namesake to Stroud Brewery’s 

Budding Pale Ale) and the Memento series deal 

exclusively with poetry. Whilst the latter focuses on the 

work of established poets who have posthumously 

fallen out of public consciousness (“I often choose the 

Memento poets based on a quality that I feel the poet 

possesses that maybe contemporary poetry lacks,  

so it’s like reinvigorating the soil of the work produced 

at present…”), the former works as a foot ladder for 

new poets intent on making a name for themselves 

(“So many people are published on tiny presses  

or do it themselves and they just don’t go anywhere. 

I’ve had a few friends who have done it and it’s just  

the most anti-climactic thing in your life…”).  

Andrew’s passion for poetry is evident in the 

compilation of these two series,  

but his motivation to give this art form 

greater prominence extends much 

further than just publishing new and 

existing work with talks  

of a possible mentorship scheme 

between experienced and early-

career poets in the pipeline as well.

Under the Transits banner, Little 

Island Press will publish literature 

in translation – a skill that, whilst 

intrinsically creative, is often under-

appreciated and one that Andrew  

and Jessica are keen to promote. 

Initially, the business will focus  

on translating Estonian literature  

(“…it’s just been untouched for  

so long. When the Iron Curtain came 

up not much really came out of 

Estonia into English…”) and there’s 

one particular project that has really 

got Andrew excited -  

the translation of Anton Tammsaare’s 

career-defining pentalogy, Truth and 

Justice: “We’ve got a really good 

translator from America who is due  

to be working on that quite soon.  

It will take about a year to do the first 

volume and then we will be bringing 

out a new volume every year.

The next twelve months may prove to be the most 

exciting to date for the new publisher as Andrew and 

Jessica ready themselves to release their first five titles 

- four poetry collections from the Memento series and 

one from Budding New Poet, Freddie Mason.  

It is this slow yet considered approach to publishing 

that epitomises Little Island Press and gives readers 

confidence in the titles they intend to publish; even 

their name – Little Island Press - is a well-thought-out 

representation of the business Andrew and Jessica 

hope to create: “We incorporated the ‘little’ into 

our name in order to reference the so-called little 

magazines of the early twentieth century, such as 

 The Dial, The Little Review and The Criterion. These 

were admirable enterprises that sprouted up in the  

US and UK around the 1920s, which published without 

concern for immediate commercial gain but that 

housed the likes of Joyce, Hemingway and T.S. Eliot 

before the big publishers took on such writers many 

years later. The publishing world is full of diminutive 

miracles – small magazines or presses that punch 

well above their weight. We are just one more such 

venture that intends to keep the voice of independent 

publishing vital and ubiquitous.”

In a town known for its small, independent businesses 

and one with a particular affection for those who think 

outside the box, Little Island Press will undoubtedly  

be taken to Stroud’s heart and could even become  

its next big success story.

Leah Grant is a writer and photographer with a keen 

interest in art and literature. On her blog, Bellyful of 

Art, you can find reviews of exhibitions, installations, 

dance performances and literary events as well as her 

own lovingly created pieces of short fiction artbellyful.

wordpress.com

• If you would like to submit your work for  

 consideration for publication by Little Island  

 Press or to find out more about their titles  

 due for release in 2016, please visit their  

 website: littleislandpress.co.uk

• To keep up-to-date on all their latest news,   

 follow Little Island Press on social media:  

 @L_I_Press or facebook.com/littleislandpress
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 VISIT GOODONPAPER.INFO  

 TO READ AN EXCERPT FROM  

 ADA KALEH BY FREDDIE MASON 

G.O.P BLOG

 BY LEAH GRANT 

“At the heart of good cooking is the excitement 
and delight that comes with trying something out 

for the first time…” Nicholas Allan

Available now from the Star Anise Arts Cafe and 
amazon.co.uk featuring illustrations by Selina Snow and 

cover and typographical artwork by Dennis Gould

www.staraniseartscafe.com
facebook.com/staranise1gloucesterstreet
@StaraniseCafe
01453 840021
Open House, Gloucester Street, Stroud, GL5 1QG


