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 IT’S SUNDAY MORNING AND  

 TODAY I’M TRAVELLING  

 TO EIGHTY DIFFERENT WORLDS.  

 I  DON’T NEED MY PASSPORT.  

 MY SUITCASES ARE DUSTY  

 AND BARE. A STRONG CUP  

 OF TEA AND PERHAPS AN EVEN  

 STRONGER EMOTIONAL RESOLVE  

 ARE THE ONLY REQUIREMENTS  

 NECESSARY FOR THE JOURNEY.  

 AND SO, I SIT DOWN AND BEGIN. 

The Stroud Short Stories Anthology is so 
much more than just a book; it’s a collection of 
aspirations, an echo of multiple attempts, a memory 
of endless hours spent honing and crafting, editing 
and correcting. Every story within the Anthology’s 
235 pages complements the next, not in terms of 
genre or style, but rather as a series of narratives 
that - whilst remaining original and individualistic – 
create a satisfying sense of wholeness.

As an aspiring writer myself, I understand how 
difficult it can be to create a captivating short 
story - the number of half-written tales that have 
been disregarded on my computer are too many 
to think about! A limited word length means the 
writer must find a balance between description and 
plot whilst still considering characterisation, voice, 
theme, setting and point of view. It is not an easy 
task to undertake with many variables that can 
quickly distract the reader from the story. And yet, 
the diverse subject matter tackled within the Stroud 
Short Stories Anthology, as well as the variety of 
sentiments navigated and explored within varying 
word limitations, is testimony to the talent and 
dexterity of every author published within the book.

 To pick a favourite would be unfair. In fact, to 
compare these stories at all would completely 

defeat the object of Stroud Short Stories and the 
reason why the event, and ultimately the anthology, 
was created. In case you don’t already know, let 
me give you some background information on 
what is fast-becoming a defining event in Stroud’s 
creative calendar: In 2011, inspired by story-reading 
events held in Brighton, writer and comedian Bill 
Jones founded Stroud Short Stories, an evening 
designed to encourage and inspire local writers. 
After submitting their entries to the event, selected 
authors were asked to read their stories aloud in 
front of an audience at Stroud Valleys Artspace –  
a daunting task for any writer, but one that proved 
immensely popular. Bill continued to successfully 
run the biannual event for the next two years, as 
well as incorporating two themed evenings across 
Halloween and Valentine’s. 

In January 2014, John Holland took over as 
organiser and in his introduction to the anthology, 
John explains that it is the confidence garnered 
from reading in front of an audience that makes 
participation in an SSS event such a valuable 
experience for both aspiring and established 
authors. As a former entrant himself, John also 
understands how inspiring it can be to watch 
others read their work aloud: “Before I started 
writing I attended SSS events. I sat, along with 
fifty or so others, in the dark, in a positive but 
relaxed atmosphere, being read to by the authors 
of truly imaginative, clever, creative stories. It was/
is truly magical. For the 2012 spooky night event 
I submitted a story to Bill Jones. I had written 
very little at that time, and it was only my second 
competitive success, and my first time reading 
in front of an audience. Although I was terrified, 
the whole experience gave me confidence and I 
continue to write, and indeed to read to audiences.”

Many of the 57 writers published in the Stroud 
Short Stories Anthology are from Stroud and 
subsequently the book has become not just a 
tribute to its authors, but a celebration of the 
imagination and creativity of our small town. 
From realistic to surrealistic, from the heartfelt to 
the disturbed, every story takes us on a journey 

and whether it’s experiencing rail travel from the 
perspective of two aliens in Trog and Kron Almost 
Get it Right by Philip Douch, or feeling a daughter’s 
frustration as she argues with her mother in Rommy 
Collingwood’s Family Business, each narrative has 
the ability to hook the reader’s interest and force 
them into a new world. 

Almost all of the ten stories selected at each of the 
nine SSS events across the last four years features 
in this anthology. Expect to dip in for five minutes 
and come out twenty minutes later a different 
person. Expect tears. Expect laughter. Expect 
inspiration.

 • The Anthology is now on sale and can be  
  purchased from Trading Post (£10) or online  
  from www.lulu.com (£8 plus postage)

 • The next SSS event will be held on Sunday  
  15th November at Stroud Valleys Artspace in  
  John Street, Stroud (doors open at 7:30pm,  
  to start at 8pm). Writers from Gloucestershire  
  and South Gloucestershire have already  
  submitted their spooky entries for the tenth  
  SSS event which is a special ‘Eerie Evening.’  
  Writers selected to read at the event will be  
  chosen by Monday 2nd November. Tickets are  
  £6 in advance and will be available from  
  Trading Post in Kendrick Street or via SVA’s  
  website (sva.org.uk). Keep an eye on the SSS  
  website (stroudshortstories. blogspot.co.uk)  
  for more information about when tickets will  
  go on sale.

 • If you’re a writer and want to get involved,  
  the next SSS event will be held in spring 2016 -  
  submissions will open early next year.

Leah Grant is a writer and photographer with a keen 

interest in art and literature. On her blog, Bellyful of Art, 

you can find reviews of exhibitions, installations, dance 

performances and literary events as well as her own 

lovingly created pieces of short fiction
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